
o*-it o,^-it qijl A.,-,

In the name of God, the Beneficent the Merciful

To the Youth in Europe and North America,
The recent events in France and similar ones in

9-^+..---

some other Western countries have convinced me to
directly talk to you about them. I am addressing you,

[the youth], not because I gFrlool< your parents,

rather it is because the future of your nations and

countries will be in your hands; and also I find that
the sense of ouest for truth is more vioorous and_:-_
attentive In vour hearts.

I don't address your politicians and statesmen

either in this writing because I believe that they have

-consciously s-eparated the route of politics from the
>-.--
path of righteousness and truth.

I would like to talk to you about Islam, particularly.

the image that is presented to you as Islam. Many

attempts have bgenjqde over the past two decades,
----------!.-r ' -----_
almost since the disintegration of thejsoylglqllgn, to
place this great religion in the seat of a horrifying

gnery. The provocatiol of a -,----Teelno or norror ano

hatred and its utilization has unfortunatelv a lonq
record in the political history of the West.

Here, I don't want to deal with the different
phobias Jryith which the Western nations have thus far

studies of history would bring home to you the fact
that the Western governments' insincere and
hypocritical .treatment of other nationif,ndlUltures
has been censured in new historiographies.

The histories oF tfre un6d3tEt6Efid Eurooe are

ashamed of jlgygry, embarrassed by the _colonial
period and chaorined at the oooression of oeoole of
colOf- and non-Christians. Your researchers and
historians are deeply ashamed of the blooisheds
wrought in the name of religion between the Catholics
and Protestants of in the name of lAtionality and

the First and Second World Wars. This
approach is admirable.

By mentioning a fraction of this long list, I don't
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point of view of the iil'e of the individual. In the same way it
intervenes on the plane of social iit'e and its legulation (i.e.. on the

plane of government)

dbq.-:-- ,..-,t E1-"1 ,,,.t-ie ,,.r tJj ,;iSl c:,i5gLa,J-rj jt 45JlL;b .y

jl L iL.;l",5s; .rtr c/!pr k',i t Crl., :,t;J -b:s tr --. ?+* ;t:
.u5.r" c ll-tr ,li ! u-Li" l, ,it*;lJ orl:.2lr.l {r*)l r)!, e *- ,>V ,h: eh;:

c.r5,rr.:JL;r li Sto S6:L s3,---9 u!r,,..rr tr-rL*tl 6-:i J": A ^l* )l j

..r5,r"d-;l.t' ( * F- t) e-) Ji.i !/"3
3.'Thus :the Imamate and religious, leadership in Islam may be

studied tiom three ditl'erent perspectives: tiom the perspective of
Islamic government, of Islamic scienses and injunctions and of
leadership and innovative guidance in the spiritual ljt'e. , ,

!aL;, jlJi p-q r.-, jl *-l jS.-. l!,-,1;r ,r4r LS.p) : c;bl ihb.: .f
f 
LS'-l J p31." c.{---:.;f.(Yr.r+)t-,1 c-;5- }r, )l (t ::f ;$ r.,Jt-h; s.;.j,,

. 6j:",>\r7';: g-t.,C1l.U J 6p) .rh;.;l 3 (f ,l)t-"1
4. Shi'ism,,believes.,that Since.Isiamic society is in dire need of

guidance:ir eac h .of thes e three aspects, the person who occupies

the function of giving that guidance and is the leader of the,



The Imamate and Succession s|;it>, crrt l

5. Man though his God-given nature i'ealizes without any doubt

that no organized society, such as a country or city or village or,

tribe or even a householtl consisting of a few human beings, can/

continue to subsist without a leader and ruler who puts the wheel

of the society in motion and whose will governs each individual's

will and induces the members of that society to pertbrm their

sociaI duty.

Of,jL- J .3 JjJ-,. r3 +L-.t .r, ,il ,5sl':l.t- c'.b ,,--p jl JLil .A

Jr" $1.i 6c:ljt.>.i-.r:- t-J d.,3 L- b-:"r t-ra- t-.;jJ.l,- 
"li: 

c,r-cL:.-l

,,:l.r!l e cc:13i1s ;Sr- t'. f; 1L:7t t: U ,t"O r rat J:{ ,l3-t./ }
,.r5';l j;,-Lb1 gFl I .ll.rl3 ! a.-"17 il rllrl -ul9:. e .t"l! :l;l ':!l ,a g5t'.

..i-as sl:l .r"_ Q q $liu..,

6. Without, such a ruler, the parts of this society become

dispersed in a short fime and disorder and contusion reign.

Theretbre, he who is the,radar and governor of a society, whether

it be great or small, if he is interested in his orvn position and the

continued existence of his society, will appoi nt a successor tbr

himself if he is to be absent tiom his tunction temporarily or

permanently.

to its existence or annihilation. The head of a household who bids

t'arewell,to his house and household tbr a journey of a few days or



months will appoint one of the members of the household ,or

someone else as his .successor and will leave the atlairs of the
house in his hands. The head of an institution, or the principal of
a school, or the owner of a shop, if he is to be absent even fbr a
two hours will select someone to represent him.

Lrt Ji J,, L_ ,14. q c-.;3 rrs.ul }+ Si, trtt .-lrl;; :*lj ft.:l .v

e .* tyll. riloslj;t>: o:l; ! ulf ,-e 156lo.rl;B .r-.i.r .r.r: JrlJd.j Url
Jl* yt.t,s.&.t ga;i t_ ct> rsLa,cl ;l ,rS,- c.usfs3 uL J:> L_ 412.r:-1
&- .1. --j, r. s-; L-"p 3l .-*.: {.t b .j l- )_fl , S./ ?,e.r-{f ;r:J q
;t f I c.cL 3" ,sl-,t f l,r:q .tK:jr.r .<j_ !r.",t, L_ r -.,,..r, 4r& L_ +*;3,

e-f.l .,,.cr-,-p oJ!-Loi Jllu r.L uJ,rr,t c.*;
8. In the same way, Islam is a.,religion which according.to the

text of the Holy Book and the Sunnah is established upon the

social nature of'this religion can never be denied or negiedted::
{'}J 

"-t, .,;1 t" ',;. t pf .biS,,* ,;,b tS t>,.1.u:t-s p)t-l ELl;."a i.,,,1 r
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Iz. Ir:- the.same way, after his rleath ,Alj 
was his may peace beupon him had been entrusted to him, he appornted ,AIl 

successor
in matters concerning his debts and, personal afl.airs. The Shj itesciaim that for this very reason it is not concejvable that theProphet should have rjied without appointing someone as l.rissuccessor' without having selected a guide and leader to direct theaffairs of Muslims and to turn the wheels ol Islamic society.
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about the mental genius, perfection of intelligence, perspicacity of

vision or power of cleliberation crf the Prophet (beside the I'act

thatthisisatlirmedthroughrevelationandproplrecy).

JV ;f1: '-r.5; -'-tts ltc ;";- y-l r":! J& '5!b 
*5 
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(.c-.1 . rr5 .ro-'U t.; ;"- t

15. According to established traditions in bclth''Sunni and Shi ite

collections of haciith (in the chapter on temptations and seditious

ancl others) transmitted tiom the Prophet' the Prophet tbretold

seditions,,and,tribulatlonswhichlvouldentanglelslamicsociety

atter hl,s' dgath, anrl the ibrrns of corruption which rvould

penetrate-'the'body of-Islam, and later rvorldly rulets rvhcl r'louid

sacrifice.thigl'pure::religlon for their own' impure' unscrupulous

ends' H,ow.ir- it possible that the Prophet should not negle ct to

speak:ol,ttrodetails o{.evelts and trials of years or even thousands

of years' atler;him; and'ye!'woulcl neglect the condition that had to

-t:f.Si*f ,'ts-' ^:r*a 'SW 't.T eF
J ..1rlf r-'.Vfi



The Glorious Qur'an
Regarding this verse, 'Allamah Tabataba'i in his

renowned Al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an, one of the
greatest commentaries of the Qur'an, states

... the Qur'an is a living and eternal Reminder

which will never die and fall into oblivion. lt is

immune from anv addition and loss. lt is immune
from and secure against any alterations in form and

style which could affect its character and role, that
is, as "the Reminder of Allah which expresses divine
truth and knowledge"

For this reason, the aforesaid verse indicates

that the divine Book has always been and will
continue to be guarded against any distortion and

alteration (Al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an, (Vo1.12,p. 99
guard against (vt) = , Fl)aK, ;Ll -,r I1 :9,.-1,10.;:;:r5.--s12":9 J,) otf u;- lr :9>

Affect= y6;t'6;l
Aforesaid = dis.;4

Character = 6i-r
Commentary = ,.-;

Continue = aL;L.p!.;sL :;;^il: a..l:l

Eterna | = cJ{l

Express = .rr_5 ot t

fall into oblivion = ..r$ elr u;yl j a;y. ,t
immune = j*-l );ti\>- ,Jr.."

Indicate = ;:y' cJyr ,3:b ,L;
Living = "5,
1955 = ;,|:-ai

Renowned = r9+r:.",.39y.

role - rin
Secure = anl

Style = 1. di)Kj ,-<...^- \_F;K ?,*.Y :.i*" ,oei ..,e.I-l
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The Sunnah
After the Glorious Qur'an, the most

important source for understanding lslam and

therefore Shi'i thought is the Sunnah of the
Prophet Muhammad, including his sayings and

his deeds.

The Qur'an itself clearly grants this high
position to the Prophet, as he is referred to as

the one who is responsible for explaining the
Qur'an (16: 44) and teaching the Qur'an and
wisdom (62: 2l'. The Prophet is a perfect
example for the believers (33: 21). He never
speaks out of his own wishes (53: 3). Muslims
are asked to hold on to whatever he gives

them and (refrain from whatever he prohibits
(59:7

Knowing the above verses and many other
verses regarding the status of the Prophet, and

taking into account the significance of being a

divine messenger chosen directly by God and
spoken to by Him, the Shi'a, along with other
Muslims, cultivated a state of sincere love for
and devotion to the Prophet Muhammad

state (n) = cJL' -r C;1 ccLJk

along with = -r ';rl..r:;el r63)'e a-L

AS - 4s!r-6.a , S'$J
CUltiVate= ..1:-,,131 :-.9;._9 ar rg:l: .j,;_91l ,UrJJ-,11

devotion - 1. ,9-jsl:! ,1Ql .Y rJ:ir,i,,,(:-,+cI:,i-.
ExamPle - 16ll ,J.i^J-,

Grant = ,J+,j,j+ s(4r) urJS ll"et
High = Ylj ',rJLe

prohibit = u:JS 3ri" r4'r-f 6ra 'd'US Ji'ri
feffain ff6m = jl LJiJS r.-rrliil r jl gr.;S tg)ss tll rJrJS Lt;l::Ji

ResPonsible - cLi""
significance - ''u''l

Sincere = j. rijcqc ,l,l!.rL,-o

take Sth intO aCCOUnt = ,F-S J.tj -.r: l_.r..r-1;; ,L,!-.,131 r.-.,L.us. a+ lJ ,9,1.,l"

Whatever = +:-.ra
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WiSh = [].":r',',..,1F,&
The household ofthe Prophet

There seems to be no disagreement

among Muslims about the validity of

following the teachings of the household of

the Prophet in understanding Islam, especially

according to the (Sunni view which considers

even all the companions of the Prophet as

reliable sources of understanding Islam.( I F 1)

Sunni Muslirns hold that whoever met the

Prophet while believing in him is considered

as a companion of the Prophet and can be

relied on in acquiring knowledge about

Islam.Accordingly, members of the household

of the Prophet such as Imam Ali and Fatimah

who have always been with the Prophet and

had the closest relation to the Prophet can

unquestionably be relied on.

Accordingly : a.r.$J:,JJdrUl,rlllq
Acquire: c.!i',"'< ,r-p-6 cj+^--i

Close - .i::r
Consider : LJ:J,",i s.Ji^*jl: t rJrJS rlul!
Disagreement : Jn .-i)jil ,-ix-l

EsPeciallY : t^-r*a.-o

Hold : grJS Jtu roLilr o.r.ric

Meet : ;q.: cLr ;.r_.,f crL6\

Relation : l.l.',i-ll

Reliable : .35j",:L"Ic| glLi

Understand : oii.Lr; .Ur.)J GJ (U+^€.i

Unquestionably : 1"1"" ,Cr:+ -,rF q r:-r:;,ro+ r9tX,r1

(.r)rh.+J"t
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Validity : 1!:'l
The Sunnah

There is no doubt, then, that the household of

the Prophet are reliable and trustworthy in their

understanding and presentation of lslam.

This fact becomes even clearer when we refer

to the traditions from the Prophet about his

household, and examine sayings of Sunni scholars

about the knowledge of Ali and members of the

household of the Prophet

For example, lmam Malik says: "No eyes have

seen, no ears have heard, and nothing has come to

the heart of any human being better than Ja'far b.

Muhammad who is distinguished(in his

knowledge,his piety,his asceticism and in his

servitude to God."This is what lbn Taymiyah

reports from lmam Malik in his book (Al - Tawassul

wa al - Wasilah, p.52, rst edi on

(hear (heard = ;rri
Asceticism = s] Asceticist = ascetic = rblj

Distinguished = orjaiil';,j,.llrra
Examine = d:f 4ie.t /a'JtL" letX.f :,;:f .iba"l

hgsrt = Jr ,,-Ii
Member = jt&

no eyes = ,* Elb

nothing = ;*'n+
PietY = !'r-L-r1l4 Jgit

Presentation = ajlrl o9z; ,dltl ,&y
Servitude = servantship = J.r!

servitude to God =lS J'll

;Lt:iL-i, ,: .r*! .-^:Jol .5 c*; .,3; ,-

.r:L:cl .-!G s iy,e\-l /il)l 9 fY-l t

.r.i,| .-J- - ".L 
c.-rl-l .r-1; L -Jt ,11

4b)L,-fyJl F+l' - c*.-fal o;11.:- all 9 4Ic

- .,Ic fLl s-le fU- "r[r: ,- ' '.pl .,Ul-" ,i:i"

"i,l ,J-- - )-L ilrB 6L*l f.2:, - pyJl c.1'

.:y:'a 1;r:,9t - all 9 a)e

,or,'--rj .r<;> &":{f ,r- .-(lLpLl ,JU. ,-5111

t*t Sr.4 t e E 6+ I ".+; -Jf A+ I

J* ,ol' ,, al $t le.";,ti.1 J ;E al ":P

;,_1. c.-l o$a.:!L-.i t .i9f. ,lr:. C ,"1J+ I $;

:g vul ,: .iL6Ll jl 4:-idrl a5 c"-l ,.r!t"

(\ e,AyL,-,41.-tl s +F| tSe ,Af



- Trr"*orthy = truthful, dependable, reliable = 6;"L. .Y t:t ;rl J,G-----l

The Sunnah

In a survey about those who

narrated from Imam Sadiq, Shaykh

al-Mufid (d. 413) in his al-
Irshad asserts that those who were

trustworthy among them from

different schools of thought were

4000 in number

Thus, there is no ambiguity here

and this is rvhy many Sunni scholars

such as the late Shaykh Shaltut have

clearly pointed out that every

Muslim is allowed to act according

to one of the five Islarnic schools of
fiqh .Ja'fari, Hanafi, Hanbali, Maliki
and Shaf i

The reason is clear, because if
Imam Ja'far Sadiq, for example, did

not possess more knowledge or
better access to the knowledge of
the Prophet than the rest, then one

has to admit that he must have been

at least equal to others, especially if
we bear in mind whom he taught

such as Abu Hanifah, the Imam of
Hanafi Muslims who attended Imam

Sadiq's lectures for two years

i,.:-,

- lill !I" - rlrL pLl ;l r5 ;LJ i.1L;r .r-;r,. .(1 ;:

11 ult3 ,:U;l '--'tS ;.r (. -,* Y\\' l) &a:- ,Jl.:f .-13;

I Y ' ' ' .r:.r J ), .jl:;' ---r'f. j' -lLi ;L -': "5

l) J* \r, J

5.:-*l :i jr 1,. .Jl-.; _+! .rk,r t+-,-_r ... r;J';'

,"jl' G-' .;;L: r:.-*. 'a; r _=.- Jj- JLJI" j' J rl"--

,o 5 Jl.r 5 iL:.rtl- -i:;a. ,(\\'AY - \f \.,iJ- ,jl"r J)

e.l5E1 rsl-o.--.ri )t & P (r1-.;.r") .:- I jt-. .,;Lr-

-t-. J- .rJtr ; FU ,.,-.B ,6t-:> tS ra':- 6+ar

- a:|' j.-= 
f 
t"l fl ,Jl, 6lt \ "-: :*l -,--,, ,1U,

:4r >J4t t ,"'.^lt,<l 'rr -'l 
5--r L +-LL :r- eljr n-1"

6 >f 'tl;s\.r,-! .rr - .Jl : +tr ^l ,-/-- - t\ 7V ..

rl 45 1r ;l.J U ;l l- ,^-* r:y ulf-> L .9.1L- 
"5.-r

r, 
'1 - C-l .r,r:.- jtjL.l*. fl,l 6  j-:=rl dje.--a ,)l) +i
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r-'5")t,-r;."
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.t... ..*l orj.; ,J -'f,.(. : rl {-\l ' ll cr-F) ) u^l<i'l'L|

Ambiguity = glal

bear in mind = 6.r:;_ei .-,1...- r,,6g;r-:L- e1 .6 u--S -b tt
point out = ;51; ,rL:ir-tL-

Survey = ,r-r"
Thus = ,,rL,,r-{
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The Sunnah | .-
I

People rvho are educated or who seek I ,. r,- .:J ,t-__r a-< ..r.LJ )\ 2).,-t)lt-
the truth are expected. therefore. to I :, * .s :-.)r, ru2jr .r,.:j; Jr_;_-_,.
examine all Islamic sources available. and i

I ttt,r.J-J -r;;Ul -, lS u-,st l) .r")Ll )J-J"

thereby come to a conclusion about the I . , z..
I Str'r- Jt"J ri i rl_-:., -Lt-l- <5 

-1Lr"l- 
,_.L .:

wa1 s Muslims can lead exemplary lives. | . ,. .

I C* ".- I'-L- .-L-r ',-t-6^'- -! + .-u-:L +-r:
Certainly one rich source is the teachings 

I" I tyjJl f-t"l',' c-.1ll dl-: ;t '' t,-,tt* ,;i>
of the household of the Prophet 

| .--._* .: .s >..,r j-.: j L-i^=; 4_.,i! _t_,- I- -

Now, let us see whether it is necessary I- 
i Jlr tAj li € U-. - l>LJl fl-{.l" - ._-:"|^t 1 p>Ll

to ref'er to the household ol the Propher in 
I

understanding Islam. To provide an I 
* ''-l; " :rl':-l 'l '5rlr-- -t 

t*j '* 'c! ..r'l'

| - 
,t-ot 31y jl;t - l.,l.-tot d - tJl J 4-l' ,ill

answer Iwill locus only on some traditions j

I 
- ,,._"{ rJj*) ljlo:ir-l, ,-r- : ,,-:;; o-r: .:--131

lrom the Prophet narrated by great Sunni | "
narrationists and accepted by both Sunni I rs..t c! (^:tf tt; ^"-: t-l

come to a conclusion = ;-,.-fl
Educated = K-;t .c;=at :, r.rrs"f..=-; .i

exemplary = (4; ,rqL; ,6Jj- )f )):nr; ),)* J 4:; i _ )Ei)

Expect = y'tr ;tt:l ,Fl) C,
focus = I ;;l;y - 6s.: J>f +$

He is expected to ... = 45 r11.r,JtE^tl 3t 1l ...

lead a ... ;;1g = ;rtrji t. ....,Jt: ,;-t> ... jL;;

lead an exemplary life = j;-:tr t, 6tr; .,f-u;

narrationist = traditionalist = c,'.r.'=,

Seek =.t:_5 -e )----.

thereby= r2=t1: :r1"-_1;1.r, 2K., /olr;,_l ,l ,rl5 ;,.1 L

K



The Sunnah
But prior to that it has to be noted that all the

teachings of the household of the Prophet rvere

ahvays based on the Glorious Qur' an and the

Sunnah of the Prophet. No one should think. for

example, that hnam Sadiq rvas saying something

according to his ou'n opinion about Islam

Whatevcr they uttered rvas exactly r'vhat they

had themselves received fiom the Prophet. There

are many traditions in this regard. For example.

in Usul ol-KoJi rve find that Imam Sadiq said that

rvhatever hc said rvas rvhat he had received

through his forefathers fiom the Prophet

.For example, in one version of the tradition

the Prophet said

"Oh peoplel I leave among you t$o precious

things: the Book of God and my household. As

long as you hold on to them you will not go

astray"

Jt- * ^S :f '-=y -!L il rll o;r l,l

-,""L :-:- : n-f ,:11 ,1 oi=* ,'"! .--:J.l

j.:L, pL! 
'>U .S -tSJL< J1! -,J6*.r-. -<*

4:X.r. l>Ll o;L;> :_.1- ,*; F a! l-; ,S;:;

:-"- r5 :y ;U^ "t"+, .l'*5 t+ o5 ":-i r^ - '

;l ,r.g:L-; --rL'l .J:-..,:f c--l!;> ,1L"2 ;1

1-:+.,r: u'tl! l,"u'1;r 'JL" ,5lr' ))b :J:7j a^:' )

;t ,a-f .r .r ov'1 f L:j"s er-:La lLl a5

;;11;: ,+! :l t\:4 J--,b ;l ^S *: '9;-

.c-'l uL.i- ei ,5Gcf 4-a r) c!--b

_,..! ,.-t,t- dl-Ar-*j jl .r(,- ;: ,J|:. .51r,

V.Jt -S ;:: y> L; eL '> ;" l1>7 e;\:>ri

,.a 1 L; 6plrt, .a-1.1.1 3 l.u .,k5 :q;1j5.r,

.r-: -r.^l:- .,r"5 ..l=5 l:---i lrti JJ)

One of these traditions is the lamous I fl"f
tradition of Thaqalayn. This tradition was uttered I ;-I; *r_*" i-:r."- ,;r)Et ;ql 1l 61
by the Prophet on different occasions. including 

I:':, "':""' "' ;-: : | :-Ft-; .5r,*L" .t: ::\\: ---t- "-1 
*1

rhe dai of 'Arafah in his last pilgrimage and the 
I

l1th of Dhu'l-Hijjaft in Ghadir Khum. Despite I e J-t-t ' 
i)e )r) <L; ;l :'---r ':3"'1

minor difl'erences in the rvording the essence | ,- t-- ,r a-'J1.9! r'r+ r (lr3lt i'--;

remains the same in all versions of the tradition | ,.r. .r! ,s^ :, Gr 6tac, jL g-:)&

as long as = 6ll)!"

desPite = tr: \ ,f';,)o

Fo ref athers =.trr+ .-15 tj ..)r-!'-r -. !i ..)'-g'r

hold on to = r, d)j .(z .a, 'r>r5 
.(*;

on the occasion of = c.*1. t
Precious = .*i:l ,l+olJ

Prior to = before = -r g:LL ,;t +
uttef = o>-.,r.ri dtj I ..J r;;5 .i

Version = at,if ,,)S:,:'taa .1- ti.rK ,)S:,e)t', .? rp,Jy 'cat.5r 'i

Wording = d+J-.: ,j! i.,- ,j! ,J-,t"o
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1. Human be ing possess multiple

capacities: we think, feel, and act by responding

inwardly as well as outwarclly. Hencc, the concept

of religion cannot bc tied solely to either the

conccpt of Cod or that feeling.

2. Equally fallacious is any definition of

religion and religious in terms of participation in a

particular faith. It is also misleading to define

religion as a code of ethics or morals, since people

can reject all religions yet maintain high moral and

ethical standards. Belief in a religion or loyalty to

a particular faith is no guarantee against immoral

or unethical behavior. The pages of Human history

are filled r.vith accounts of "religious" people rvho

have committed "immoral" acts in the name of

religion.

3. But if defining religion very narrowly

is a mistake, an equally dangerous practice is to

define it so broadly that the term loses all

significance. To say, for instance, that religion is

awe or rvonder or love is to say nothing at all,

because a flash of lighting or a flight of birds can

inspire awe or wonder and because love is as often

equated with self-indulgence or self-gratification

as it is with self-sacrifice. Awe, wonder, and love

are only aspects of religion.
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Ethics and the Qur'an( t ;

'I'he subject matter of this article is elusive, since the rvord "ethics" itself is used in various

ways in English. If we take the definition of a standard reference work, we learn that "ethics" is

"11) a general pattern or rvay of life, (Y) a set ofrules ofconduct or moral code, and (r) inqury

about life and rules ofconduct..." (Encyclopedia of phitosophy, iii. A\-Y). This article's focus.

then, will be Qur'dnic ethics in senses ('\) and (Y) above; we might also use the word "morality.

i.e. "beliefs about human nature, beliefs about ideals - what is good for its own sake, rules

stipulating action, and motives (ibid., vii, I o . ). Both terms, ethics and morals, suggest the scope

ofour inquiry. The Qur'an abounds with "rules ofconduct, and. taken in its entirety, establishes

much of a "rvay of life." While it has little by way of "inquiry about rules of conduct. that is,

what philosophers call philosophical or meta-ethics, nonetheless it is possible to infer liom the

Qur'6nic text certain meta-ethical presuppositions and methods.

It must be

Despite the

liom the start that the Qur'an contains more exliortdtiori than

rules that cti-&onts rtr" Qur'an's reader in the first s[ras (which,

most ofchr<in<ilogiid$'speaking, are actually from the latter part of the

the Qur'an rallies Muslims to act rightly, and reframes their n a context of

REWARD AND PLINISHMENT),

'I'wo points about Q*'.:6oi* r"oriiity' follo* from ii&..$i.iii!:,,the nature of the

. The Qur'an aii$fr*thut (a) humans know the good and qOneihile!$ often

(b) that since humans know the good, they know too that explanations of why

the good is the good are beside the point: the good has the utility of gqar*it+ing success and

idiffti, Uut nothing suggests that the good is good for some #i36ffiifti$to itself.

These two moral facts are fiamed by two other important features of Qur'dnic ethics: (a) that

the Qur'dn takes for granted the vices, virtues and modes of human organization present at the

time of revelation, and (b) that it has a jaundiced view of human capacity and goodwill (see

C'OMMLTNITY AND SOCIETY IN THE QUR'AN; PRE-ISLAMIC ARABIA AND THE QUR'AN).

\\
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Yet the Qur'5n's embeddedness in seventh-century Arabian society and those particular

notions of virtue and vice should not cause us to lose sight ofnovel features of its ethical

perspective: \ ) an assertion of the ultimate meaningfulness of human acts and a variety of

compelling theories of why humans should act virtuously; Y; an emphasis on individual

y for the ethical treatment of all persons, whether male or

female, infant, wayfarer, neighbor, parent, or wife (see CHILDREN; FAMILY; WOMEN

AND TFIE QUR'AN; KINSHIP). The Qur'an should be seen as revolutionary not in its

content, but rather in its justification. It did not so much provide'new rules, as a new

perspective - namely, that the claims of morality transcend mere human interest and are

the very purpose of human existence.

While the distinction between "religion" and "ethics" so dear to philosophical ethicists

is unnatural to the Qur'an, nonetheless the focus here will be on

viituous'conduct toward human beinss rather than those i6iifrEiiifi'6d'r,

(human

choice), (\)

\"

see FAITH; BELIEF AND LTNBELIEF). ln addition, this essay will 6.6nq.--iji-iiaG,ion

passages within the Qur'an itself and not ni(biisii?i$on those in later

legal, theoioAical, or hiP(SCC LAW AND THE QUR'AN; TFIEOLOGY

AND THE SUFISM AND TFIE QUR'AN). Questions of the

inipb-fiilCfor ihjiOsiitg:t:urnong apparently

Qur'anic passages - will, for the most p".t, lif'rltitiiiffiffiit€i'fli.liigartiiie (on this,

See ABROGATION; CHRONOLOGY AND THE QUR.AN).

ffi*triffi, these !ffiffiwill be i-ffiin what follows: (r) ethical knowledge

rman capacity and human nature; motivations to moral action; the reality of moralcapacity and human nature;

(i) the nature of the Qur'an's

(! ethical knowledge and

rules; principles;

sequence

admonitions to virtue), and (o) uslims and non- Muslims; Muslims).


