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The Divine Trust

Part one

The Divine Trust

Part one
Paragraph (1)
Paragraph (2)

New words and expressions




The Divine Trust
Part one

Paragraph (1)

Some one said: Here is something I have forgotten.

The Master said: There is one thing in this world which must never be forgotten.
If you were to forget everything else, but did not forget that, then there would be no
cause to worry; whereas if you performed and remembered and did not forget every
single thing, but forgot that one thing, then you would have done nothing whatsoever.

Question (1)

1. In the sentence “If you were to forget everything else, then you would have done

29 <6

nothing whatsoever.” “were to forget” means:

A) (5 el o (3 s sad
b) o5 Jagel b
€) (shos,S" psal 3

d) 8 ool b 092 )13

2. In the sentence "whereas if you performed and remembered and did not forget

every single thing, but forgot that one thing, then you would have done nothing

n ¢

whatsoever." “performed” means:

a) did
b) perfected
c¢) had

d) remembered

Paragraph (2)

It is just as if a king had sent you to the country to carry out a specified-task. You
go and perform a hundred other tasks; but if you have not performed that particular
task on account of which you had gone to the country, it is as though you have
performed nothing at all. So man has come into this world for a particular task, and
that is his purpose; if he does not perform it, then he will have done nothing:

“We offered the trust to the heavens and the earth and the
mountains, but they refused to carry it and were afraid of it; and man
carried it. Surely he is sinful, very foolish”.
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Question (2)

1. In the sentence “It is just as if a king had sent you to the country to carry out a
specified-task.” “as if”” means:

a) because of
b) so as

¢) as though
d) therefore

2. Which one is the best choice for “Aradna” (L.s,)?

a) we carried
b) we offered
¢) we perfected

d) we sent

New words and expressions

** Parts of speech:

n. (noun) - a word used to refer to a person, a place, an object or a condition
v. (verb) - an action word

adj. (adjective) - a describing word

adv. (adverb) - a describing word

pre. (preposition) - a word used to show a relation

pro. (pronoun) - a word used in place of a noun

conj. (conjunction) - a joining word

Word Meaning Synonym / Antonym
Divine (adj) il el of God
trust (n) 03y (Lol
Master (n) (wghs) S ol Possessor, Ruler
cause (n) o o Jub> reason
whereas (conj) « Jb o while
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Lo

to perform (V) 9l B 40,8 Ll el plov to do
whatsoever (pro) o aoxl ya oS a0 ym whatever
as if (conj) Sepl Jo 255 as though

to carry out (V)

o pledil (3,87 Bare

to do, to perform

specified (adj)

O{r‘ﬁ— S

certain

task (n)

aalsg

duty, function

on account of (prep)

o 4y cdlaly &

because of, due to, as a

result of
as though (conj) Sl Jio o255 as if
at all (adv) Tl Sl never
purpose (n) San goal, end, aim
to offer (v) O3S Adye to present, to give
heavens (n) Lol other space
to refuse (v) OBnds (025 ) to reject # to accept
to carry (v) OS5 Jo> to transport, to bear
to be afraid (v) e to fear
surely (adv) i ) by truly, in fact, indeed
sinful (adj) SRS < pole sinner # sinless, innocent
foolish (adj) Go>l 25l stupid, silly # wise

http://vu.hadith.ac.ir
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The Divine Trust

Part two

The Divine Trust
Paragraph (1)
Paragraph (2)
Paragraph (3)
Research

New Words and Expressions




The Divine Trust
(Part two)

Paragraph (1)

‘We offered that Trust to the heavens, but they were unable to accept it.” Consider
how many tasks are performed by the heavens, whereas the human reason is
bewildered. The heavens convert common stones into rubies and carnelians; they
make mountains into mines of gold and silver; they cause the herbs of the earth to
germinate and spring into life, making a veritable Garden of Eden.

Question (1)

Fill in the blank: “The .......... convert common stones into rubies and carnelians.”
a) Mountains c¢) Earth

b) Garden of Eden d) Heavens

Paragraph (2)

The earth, too, receives the seeds and bears fruit; it covers up blemishes; it
accepts and reveals one hundred thousand marvels such as can never be told in full.
The mountains, too, give forth all those multifarious mines. All these things they do,
yet that one thing is not performed by them; that task is performed by man.

And We honored the Children of Adam.

God did not say, ‘And We honored heaven and earth.” So that task which is not
performed by the heavens and the earth and the mountains is performed by man.
When he performs that task, ‘sinfulness’ and ‘folly’ are banished from him.

Question (2)

1. In the sentence: “The earth, too, receives the seeds and bears fruit; it covers up
blemishes.” “blemishes” means:

a) Kindnesses c¢) Problems

b) Faults d) Perfections

2. In the sentence: “When he performs that task, ‘sinfulness’ and ‘folly’ are banished
from him.” “sinfulness” means:

a) )5 C) Gus

b) ciles d) 5 fSesb
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Paragraph (3)

If you say, ‘Even if I do not perform that task, yet so many tasks are performed by
me,” you were not created for those other tasks. It is as though you were to procure a
sword of priceless Indian steel such as is to be found only in the treasuries of kings
and were to convert it into a butcher's knife for cutting up putrid meat, saying, ‘I am
not letting this sword stand idle, I am putting it to so many useful purposes.’

Question (3)
Fill in the blank:

“If you say, ‘Even if I do not perform that task, yet so many .......... are performed by
me,” you were not created for those other tasks.”

a) Sayings c) Stones
b) Tasks d) Sins
Research

S Ao 5 ol (ylb b pj SIS ()

P 3l (i plS &S el Sl 5l end 00028 b ] 5 &S, aleefly £ 5 BLSTL o (@
Ao i CeMe Joao 50 diges illas 5 03,5 asuin (1, v, adj, adv, pre, pro, or conj) s

Or it is as though you were to take a golden bowl and cook turnips in it, whereas
for a single grain of that gold you could procure a hundred pots. Or it is as though you
were to take a dagger of the finest temper and make of it a nail for a broken gourd,
saying, ‘I am making good use of it. I am hanging the gourd on it. I am not letting this
dagger stand idle.” How lamentable and ridiculous that would be! When the gourd can
be perfectly well served by means of a wooden or an iron nail whose value is a mere
farthing, how does it make sense to employ for the task a dagger valued at a hundred
pounds?

God most High has set a great price on you, for He says:

God has bought from the believers their selves

and their possessions against the gift of

Paradise.
Tr. By: A. J. Arberry
word N. V. Adj. Adyv. Prep. Pro. Conj.
golden *
bowl *
whereas
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grain

finest

ridiculous

perfectly

value

Is

make

on

their

against

New Words and Expressions

Word Meaning Synonyms / Antonyms
human reason (n) S i Jie human intelligence
bewildered (adj) e (13,5 yus confused

to convert (v) O e (25 s to change

ruby (n) J precious stone
cornelian (n) SBL oy S precious stone
to make happen, to lead to,
to cause (V) O G PP .
to result in
herb (n) 9yl olS a soft-stemmed plant

to germinate (V)

09y <) Slg>

to grow, to bud

to spring into life (v)

05 4l

to bud

http://vu.hadith.ac.ir
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veritable (ad)) g real, actual
Garden of Eden (n) o iy gl Paradise, Heaven
to bear fruit (v) Ol ogee to produce fruit
. to hide # to di ot
to cover up (v) 5,55 L3l 3.8 ol o hide # to discover, to

reveal

blemish (n)

fault, defect

to reveal (v)

to show, to display, to
discover # to cover

marvel (n)

..'s’ 5 ~§ £ }ﬁ}

wonder, amazement

multifarious (adj)

dygudiz sdBuly Eyile

different, various

to honor (v) o oS to respect
sinfulness (n) sSals guilt, fault

folly (n) &350l dles Stupidity, foolishness
to banish (v) il LS ¢35 590 to put aside, to dismiss

to procure (V)

03wl

to provide

priceless (adj) Cosdyy by oo invaluable, very expensive
hard and strong metal alloy
steel (n) g made up of iron and
carbon
treasury (n) oS @S Al coffer

putrid (adj)

S8 0y A5 ol

spoiled, rotten

idle (adj)

L,U"l’ 9 L,U"Lc‘ 03! « 60.)9.@5»3

Useless

Zaban-t(2) 87-88 V. 01
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Islam, the Nobel Quran and Hadith and the
Meaning of Religion

Paragraph (1)
Paragraph (2)
Paragraph (3)
Paragraph (4)
Paragraph (5)
Research

New Words and Expressions




Islam, the Nobel Quran and Hadith and the Meaning of Religion

(Part One)

Paragraph (1)

Islam is a religion based upon surrender (tas/im) to the Will of the One God
or Allah and upon knowledge of His Unity. It is religion of subservience to Allah, the
Supreme Reality, from whom all orders of reality issue forth, and to whom everything
returns, for Allah is the Origin, Creator, Ruler, Sustainer and End of the universe.

Paragraph (2)

Islam is also gaining peace (salam) by virtue of this very act of surrender or
taslim. Islam is nothing other than living according to the Will of Allah in order to
gain peace in this world and felicity in the world to come.

Question (1)
Fill in the blank:

Islam is a religion based upon ......... (taslim) to the Will of the One God or
Allah and upon knowledge of His Unity.

a) Peace ¢) Surrender

b) Belief d) Knowledge

Paragraph (3)

Islam envisages religion as not just a part of life but as the whole of it. In fact, al-
Islam or al-din as Islam sees itself, is life itself and it incorporates what we do, what
we make, what we think and what we feel as well as addresses the question of where
we come from and where we are going. That is why the Islamic religion always uses
the term al/-din as embracing all the facets of human life, leaving nothing outside its
dominion. In the traditional Islamic perspective there is nothing secular, nothing
outside the realm that is governed by the religion ordained by Allah.

Question (2)

In the sentence: “That is why the Islamic religion always uses the term al-din as
embracing all the facets of human life.” “That is why” means:

a) That is therefore c¢) That is however

b) That is because d) That is so
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Paragraph (4)

At the same time Islam places extreme emphasis upon the one eternal truth which
had been there from the very beginning, that is the truth of tawhid or unity. According
to the Quran, man testified to the unity of Allah and His Lordship even before the
creation of the world.

Paragraph (5)

Therefore, Islam is not based upon a transient message or particular aspect of the
reality or Allah Who is the Absolute God, but upon that Absolute Reality Itself, that
Reality which is characterized more than anything else by its uniqueness and oneness.
Islam emphasizes the fact that Allah is al-4had, the One, that He neither begets nor is
begotten according to the text of the Quran, and that he is transcendent vis-a-vis
everything.

Question (3)

3. In the sentence: “According to the Quran, man testified to the unity of Allah and
His Lordship even before the creation of the world.” “testified”” means:

a) Clamed c¢) Acknowledged
b) Believed b) Obeyed

4. Fill in the blank:

“Islam emphasizes the fact that Allah is al-Ahad that He neither begets ......... is
begotten.”

a) Or c¢) Nor

b) And d) That

Research

A Ao 5 lgy owyB A ]y 5 BISTL (<l

(45505 3llnn) 5 o |y Clauad 25 31,5k 53 (o

That is why the central truth of Islam is contained in the shahadah or testimony

of Islam, La ilaha’ illa Llah, which among many other things means that there is only

one Allah; there cannot be a like or partner unto Him. This doctrine is so central to

Islam that it is said that Allah will forgive all sins except the sin of shirk, or of taking
a partner unto Him.

Zaban-t(2) 87-88 V. 01 http://vu.hadith.ac.ir
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New Words and Expressions

Word Meaning Synonyms/ antonyms
noble (ad)) Lozl ecdy pub honored, respectable
surrender (n) oo submission
Will (n) (Wolid) Cpeo <03l want
Unity (n) (Wglas) (S cuiling Oneness
subservience (n) celbl ggas obedience
the Supreme Reality Fdgrg {ughs) Jlie cids very high
to issue forth (v) o e el g (b (36 to come

origin (n)

(55ls8) ol (Lise

beginning, source

Creator (n)

(33gl13) s

inventor, producer, maker

Ruler (n)

(W5las) 1g Lo y3 (pS>

king, governor

Sustainer (n)

(359145 305, 0l by o5 )as

provider, supplier

peace (n) otel)] pOl calm, regards

by virtue of (prep) dawly & by, through
other than e il except
felicity (n) R happiness, prosperity

to envisage (V)

OO e ()5 ygs

to imagine

to incorporate (v)

25 e oS s

to make unite

as well as ogMe 4 in addition
to address 05 elas (ol 5 Cllas 30 to speak to, to call
term (n) sl jly word, expression

to embrace (V)

oS dblal e Jolis

to contain, to have

facet (n) 4>y > aspect
domination (n) 0 pluS 394> <5018 realm, limits
traditional (adj) sl st customary

http://vu.hadith.ac.ir
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perspective (n) b <ol viewpoint, view
secular (adj) ey (8950 (D pé non-religious, worldly
realm (n) 039450 (03 515 <5503 domination, limits
to govern (V) 0P loples (3,8 CgS to rule, to control
to ordain (v) OS5 @25 ¢S sl to dictate
‘ led 9> e ke (S more than the usual,
extreme (adj)
odlall 348 greatest
' ) . affirmation, persistence,
emphasis (n) s)laslh St o
insistence
. _ forever, immortal #
eternal (adj) P9l ¢ Kidar ¢ '
transient
to testify (v) 05 ol (ly @aleed (3,5 )18 to acknowledge
lordship (n) 62595 «g BNl goodness
) ) y temporary, impermanent
transient (adj) LU ¢)385;
by # eternal
Absolute (adj) (wolis) 3lke complete
to be characterized oM (32) danad [ S to be qualified
Uniqueness (n) (w5ghs) (gaiile s ecusling (2L Oneness
Oneness (n) (Wolis) (S (2 Uniqueness
) to produce (a child), to
to beget (v) 09l @ ol
bear
Transcendent (n) Jlee Exalted, Almighty
vis-a-vis (prep) S9rkgy enly opposite
To contain (V) O Jols eyl = to have = to bear
Doctrine(n) colizel Jol cosiie ojgal belief
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Islam, the Nobel Quran and Hadith and
the Meaning of Religion

Part two

Islam, the Nobel Quran and Hadith and the
meaning of Religion

Paragraph (1)
Paragraph (2)
Paragraph (3)
Paragraph (4)
Research

New Words and Expressions




Islam, the Nobel Quran and Hadith and the meaning of Religion

(Part Two)

Paragraph (1)

This unitary conception of the religious message as presented by Islam entails
also the whole history of humanity. In a sense Islam was there from the beginning.
Adam was a Muslim by the fact that he was the first prophet and that he testified to
the oneness of Allah. This oneness was gradually forgotten as it is in the nature of
man to forget. But always Allah sent other messengers to renew the message of unity,
to bring man back to the awareness of the One.

Paragraph (2)

Hence we have a series of prophets who, although they established religions by
different names, were in the profoundest sense Muslim. That is why the Quran refers
to Abraham as musliman hanifan, that is, Muslim and follower of the primordial
religion, although he lived millennia before the Prophet of Islam and the advent of the
Quranic revelation.

Question (1)

5. In the sentence: “This oneness was gradually forgotten as it is in the nature of man

to forget.” “gradually” means:
a) Usually c) Step by step
b) Naturally d) Immediately

6. Which one is the best translation of the following sentence?

“Although they established religions by different names, were in the profoundest
sense Muslim.”

L2 lodue (Jle slixe 4y g Lol Ly calizes (slapb b SLo Lasoi (all
5390 labus Lime ()5 Gaes ) Lol cislps Lo calisco (slapl b Lol ayl 4o 31 (0
Cabld 1y el ponte (Ko Lol oyl Lol cisg calises Lol 138 4l l.aaOT 4 Sl (C
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Paragraph (3)

He is called Muslim by the Quran itself to affirm that the idea of a religion based
upon unity is not new but is synonymous with the religious history of mankind. There
has never been a time when the religion of God which calls man to the One has not
existed in some place or other. But we have a multiplicity of religions precisely
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because of the gradual loss or this message and the necessity for its being reconfirmed
again and again by successive revelations.

Paragraph (4)

In a sense, therefore, Islam is the religion which came to bring nothing new but to
reassert the truth of tawhid which always was. It is a universal religion, a primordial
religion. It is a return to the basic and primordial pact or mithag made between man
and Allah through which man has been given not only the function of being Allah's
servant, al’abd, but also His vicegerent on earth, khalifat Allah fi’l-ard, bestowed
with many gifts and blessings for which he must always remain thankful. One does
this by being aware of Allah’s Oneness, by bearing testimony to that oneness, and by
drawing all the consequences of that Oneness.

Question (2)

1. In the sentence: “He is called Muslim by the Quran itself to affirm that the idea of
a religion based upon unity is not new.” Which one is an antonym for “affirm”?

a) Confirm c¢) Deny
b) Emphasize d) Hate

2. In the sentence: “In a sense Islam is the religion which came to bring nothing new
but to reassert the truth.” “reassert” means:

a) represent C) renew
b) reappear d)a&b
Research
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From another point of view, Islam is the final religion. The Prophet of Islam is the
khatam al-anbiya, the seal of prophets, and fourteen centuries of human history have
proven the validity of Islam's claim to this finality. Since the death of the Prophet, no
major religion has appeared upon the surface of the earth, nothing to compare to the

religions which preceded Islam such as Christianity, Judaism or Zoroastrianism and
the like.
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New Words and Expressions

Word

Meaning

Synonyms/ antonyms

unitary (adj)

S wildbossg

undivided, one

to entail (v)

O 3 ¢ p e

to need, to necessitate

in a sense Sl elks in a way
gradually (adv) Ol ygye 4 @yd & step by step, progressively
to renew (V) 05 bl S s to restart, to restore
] knowingness,
awareness (n) b )
consciousness
profound (adj) bl ol d8)j  e3ros (slone) very deep, doctrinal
primordial (adj) hol onsel s early, original
millennia (n) Jlo e thousand years
advent (n) ol b appearance, presentation
revelation (n) &9 inspiration

to affirm (v)

AT (9,8 gupas (0,5 oled)

o5

to confirm # to deny

synonymous (adj)

Lo « 83 4ie

equivalent # antonymous

multiplicity (n)

numerousness, plurality

precisely (adv)

Cuw)yd c}oé\g}oj&:ﬁ.}

exactly, correctly

to confirm (v)

005 Brdal (S .\UL

to affirm, to accept

again and again

o 2 st Ko dal

repeatedly, more and more

successive (adj)

e 2 (2 o o Com

continuous

to reassert (v)

O35S e 0)ligd ()5 pMlel daome

to claim again, to

reconfirm
pact (n) Oloxy otales contract, treaty
function (n) (al>g) Jos work, action
servant (n) LSS worshiper, obedient
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vicegerent (n)

owils ids plio 316

successor, replacement

to bestow (V)

ombly Gl epals asan

to gift, to present

to bear (v) P9 Sl eyl 2 to contain, to conclude
to draw (v) (M5 Gg0) (1,5 sy oS to cause
consequence (n) ol edors result, end
seal (n) K ERS stamp
to prove (V) oS <ol to give reason
validity (n) Cono sl correctness, soundness
claim (n) el demand
finality (n) Cnlad conclusiveness
to compare (v) 025 dnlie to parallel, to collate

to precede (V)

O &Bly Fol> ()39 plde

to be before

Christianity (n) e Christian religion
Judaism (n) Codske Jewish religion
o ] Zoroastrian religion,
Zoroastrianism (n) =555 (om)

Mazdaism
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Islam, the Nobel Quran and Hadith and
the Meaning of Religion

Part three

Islam, the Nobel Quran and Hadith and the
meaning of Religion

Paragraph (1)
Paragraph (2)
Paragraph (3)
Paragraph (4)
Research

New Words and Expressions




Islam, the Nobel Quran and Hadith and the meaning of
Religion

(Part Three)

Paragraph (1)

Therefore, Islam is on the one hand the primordial religion, the religion that
always is, the religion that is in the nature of things, the religion of unity which all
prophets came to assert throughout history and on the other hand it is the final
religion, the final seal and link of this long prophetic chain, of what is traditionally
said to be the chain of 124,000 prophets all of whom came to bear testimony to the
oneness of God.

Paragraph (2)

This conception of religion in Islam is extremely important for the understanding
of the Islamic religion itself both in itself and in its historical unfolding because most
other religions base themselves upon the founder, the messenger, a particular
historical event as in Christianity or a particular historic people as in Judaism,
whereas Islam bases itself neither on a particular event nor even on a particular
messenger nor on a particular people.

Question (1)

7. Which one is the best choice for “_j.5."?

a) founder c) founding

b) foundation d) founded

8. According to the passage:

a) Islam bases itself either on a particular event or even on a particular messenger.
b) Islam bases itself on a particular event and even on a particular messenger.
¢) Islam bases itself on a particular event and on a particular people.

d) Islam bases itself neither on a particular event nor even on a particular messenger
nor on a particular people.

Paragraph (3)

It bases itself upon the Oneness of the Absolute, Allah, the Absolute Reality, and
the primordial nature of man, of all humanity and not a particular people such as the
Arabs or Persians or Turks, nor upon a particular event. The basis of Islam is the
nature of reality and Islam appeals to what is in the nature of things. It just happens
that Allah Willed that the last assertion of the truth concerning the nature of reality
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should come with the advent of the Quran. But there had been other affirmations of
the unity of Allah before.

Paragraph (4)

The supreme reality of Islam contained in the shahadah, La ilaha illa "Llah was
not invented as a result of the Quranic revelation which descended upon the Prophet
in Arabia in the first/seventh century, rather it is an assertion of the truth which has
always been, is and will be.

Question (2)

In the sentence: “The basis of Islam is the nature of reality and Islam appeals to what
is in the nature of things.” “appeals” means:

a) contains ¢) sends
b) speaks d) requests
Research
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That is why Muslims have a kind of non-historical perspective upon the reality of
religion. The religion does not depend upon a historical event such as, for example,
the life of Christ as seen in Christianity. It does not depend upon a particular fact, be it
historical or otherwise, but upon a reality which is what it is and which is inscribed
upon the heart of man as Allah’s vicegerent, as a creature created to reflect Allah's
Names and Qualities. Man is brought into this world to affirm Allah as the Absolute,
the One whom man is in fact brought into this world to obey.

New Words and Expressions

Word Meaning Synonyms / Antonyms
traditionally (adv) Ciaw Bubo g customary
extremely (adv) [E: very much, firmly
unfolding (n) PELIS e flowering, advent
founder (n) oo 18 ol establisher
to appeal (v) oAb Jwgie (3,5 £ to request, to refer
assertion (n) (1550) pMel s puc firm announcement
affirmation (n) ol b el confirmation
supreme (adj) P great, high
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as a result of

‘_;3).) 5399.0 ).)

because of, due to

to descend (v)

el 39,8 ¢y J3k

to be sent down, to go
down

otherwise (adv)

ol el )l

else, differently

to inscribe (V)

S R O3S S (S Se

to record, to write on a
surface

to reflect (v)

O.\Jbb’)’l.g c‘_’).l)f U.S.v...a

to reverse, to invert, to
mirror

quality (n)

attribute, property,
description
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The Islamic Concept of Worship

The Islamic Concept of Worship
Paragraph (1)

Paragraph (2)

Paragraph (3)

Paragraph (4)

Research

New words and expressions




The Islamic Concept of Worship

Paragraph (1)

Worship, according to Islam, is a means for the purification of man’s soul
and his practical life. The basis of worship is the fact that human beings are
creatures and thus bond servants of God, their Creator and their Lord, to Whom
they are destined to return. Thus man’s turning towards God, in intimate
communion, reverence, and in the spite of devotion and humble submission, is
termed ‘ibadah.

Question (1)

1. In the sentence: "Thus man’s turning towards God, in intimate communion,
reverence, and in the spirit of devotion and humble submission, is termed
‘ibadah." "intimate communion'" means:

a) continues relation c) excellent worship

b) eternal connection d) close sympathy

Paragraph (2)

Worship has been an indispensable part of all religions, since the beginning
of history. It is motivated, however, in each religion by different objectives, and
it has different forms and is performed under a different set of rules.

Question (2)

1. In the sentence: "Worship has been an indispensable part of all religions,
since the beginning of history." "an indispensable part" means:

a) a complete part
b) an absolutely necessary part
¢) an incomplete part

d) asimple part

Paragraph (3)

In some religions worship is a means to develop in man the attitude of
asceticism and isolation from life. In these religions it seeks to develop a
mentality which anathematizes the enjoyment of the pleasures of this world.
Then, there are other religions which consecrate certain places for the sake of
worship and prohibit its performance at any other place.
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Question (3)

According to the passage, "asceticism" means:

a) wisdom
b) worship
c) piety

d) isolation from life

Paragraph (4)

There are also religions which are of the view that worship can be performed
only under the leadership of a particular class of people the ordained priests.
People may, therefore, perform worship under the leadership of priests and only
at the places consecrated for it. Thus the nature as well as the forms of worship
differ from one religion to the other.

Question (4)

According to the paragraph, which choice is true?

a) The nature as well as the forms of worship in all religions are the same.

b) The nature of worship differs from one religion to the other but the forms of
worship are the same.

c¢) The forms of worship differ from one religion to the other but the nature of
worship is the same.

d) The nature as well as the forms of worship differ from one religion to the

other.

Research
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As for Islam, its conception of worship is related to its fundamental view
that the true foundations of a good life are soundness of belief and thinking,
purity of soul, and righteousness of action. Through belief in the unity of God,
Who is invested with all the attributes of perfection, Islam seeks to purge
human intellect of the filth of idolatry and superstitious fancies. In fact,
polytheism and idolatry which are opposed by Islam degrade man to a level
which is incompatible with his dignity.
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New words and expressions
Word Meaning Synonym / Antonym
concept (n) P9 imagination, idea
worship (n) ol adoration, praise
purification (n) P clarification
soul (n) Ol @9 spirit
Basis ab foundation, base,
bond servant ol P slave
to destine (V) P52 (2SS (e gl yus to fate

intimate (adj)

L_gg'.))'.; 9 C\JL{M}%} (OO

friendly, close

communion (n)

(822D 4L§1M 9 Cuounoud cug)l.w.a

sympathy, participation,

association

reverence (n) BRI great respect

devotion (n) by dedication
humble (adj) &2y modest
submission (n) oo surrender

indispensable part

Sy9po 9 SanY ¢

part that is absolutely necessary

to motivate (V) O3S S50 oyl S o to arouse
objective (n) San goal
attitude (n) el 0] idea, policy
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asceticism (n)

9 53508 «uln) a;

isolation, separateness

to seek (v) O e to search
mentality (n) OB mental capacity

to anathematize (v)

to dislike, to hate, to ban

enjoyment (n)

Sy p 0 o SBg>

pleasure

to consecrate (V)

o olaid] (0 peud e

to make sacred, to sanctify, to

devote

for the sake of (prep) B 4 ly for, in order that
to prohibit (v) R Egkee (D)5 (EM to ban, to forbid
ordained (adj) ol S5l e destined, accepted
priest (n) DS ¢ Sl clergyman
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ISLAM

Part One

I. DEFINITION AND THEORIES OF
MEANING

I. Kur’anic references
Paragraph (1)
Paragraph (2)
Paragraph (3)
Research

New Words and Expressions




ISLAM

Part One

ISLAM, submission, total surrender (to God) - masdar of the IVth form of the
root SL M.

I. DEFINITION AND THEORIES OF MEANING

I. Kur’anic references

Paragraph (1)

The "one who submits to God" is the Muslim, of which the plural Muslimiin
occurs very often throughout the siiras. Islam, on the other hand, occurs only eight
times there; but the word must be considered in conjunction with the fairly common
use of the verb aslama in the two meanings which merge into one another, “surrender
to God” (an inner action) and “profession of Is/am”, that is to say adherence to the

message of the Prophet. The eight occurrences of Is/am are as follows:
Question (1)

According to the passage, "adherence" means:

a) bl
b) S
) ool
d) 3

Paragraph (2)

a) Three verses stress its quality of interiority:

“Whomsoever God desires to guide, He expands his breast to Islam” (VI, 125);
Islam is a “call” from God, which must prohibit falsehood (LXI, 7) and which places
whoever receives it “in a light from his Lord” (XXXIX, 22).

Question (2)

Which one is synonymous with "interiority"?

a) being inner
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b) being esoteric
¢) being outside

d) a&b

Paragraph (3)

b) Three other texts, constantly quoted through the centuries, stress the connection
between is/am and din [q.v.]. It is certainly appropriate in this context to translate din
as “religion”, though without forgetting the idea of debt owed to God which it
connotes. “Today, I have perfected your religion (din) for you; I have completed My
blessing upon you; I have approved islam for your religion” (V, 3), and “the religion,
in the eyes of God, is islam” (IlI, 19). The surrender of the whole Self to God can
alone render to Him the worship which is His due; whosoever should seek for another

religion, his search would not be approved (cf. III, 85).
Question (3)

Fill in the blank:

In the sentence: "The surrender of the whole Self to God can alone render to Him the

worship which is His due", "render" means:
a) refuse

b) have

c) declare

d) present

Research
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c) The action which operates islam supposes a “return” to God, fawba, a
conversion. The Kur’an speaks of “conversion to is/am”--- to condemn the unbelief
(kufr) of those who had nevertheless made a profession of faith (IX, 74). Similarly it
condemns the complacency of the Bedouins who boast of their islam “as if it were a
favour on their part” (X LI X, 17). In addition: “Say: 'Do not count your islam as a
favour to me; nay, but rather God confers a favour upon you, in that He has guided
you to belief, if it be that you are truthful” (ibid.).
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New Words and Expressions
Word Meaning Synonym/Antonym
o explanation,
definition (n) &
meaning
theory (n) ks idea, view

to occur (V)

o Ey e oolainl ¢ g8y I8 &

to apply, to happen

very often (adv) Sl el very frequently
throughout (adv) ol total, whole
to consider (V) OO g to pay attention
in conjunction with L blsyl connected to
fairly (adv) dly s s actually
common (adj) pyes usual
to merge o pleo to combine
inner (adj) bl (9 esoteric, inside
acknowledgement,
profession (n) A8l el declaration,
announcement
Sounad holding, sticking

adherence (n)

to stress (V)

5 ol 25 45

to emphasize, to

confirm

interiority (n)

OO P9

being esoteric, being

inner
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whomsoever (pro)

each person, who

to desire (V) Rl 93] cyimlgs to will
to expand OO Ay to enlarge
constantly (adv) @ P& continuously
to quote (V) oS JE to narrate
appropriate (adj) culie suitable, proper
though @ Sl despite
debt (n) el owned
P9 Bt a9 Slo 292 > to be in possession,
to own (V)
4 belong to
to connote (V) 035 o)Ll s Cjgo 4 to imply

to approve (V) GBI oS b to agree, to accept

Self o one's own person

to render OP5S ek ¢03,8" 4l)) to present, to offer
cf. b S dulie compare
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Lesson Eight

ISLAM

Part Two

ISLAM (Part Two)

II. DEFINITION AND THEORIES OF
MEANING

2. Some hadiths
Paragraph (1)
Paragraph (2)
Paragraph (3)
Paragraph (4)
Research

New Words and Expressions




ISLAM

Part Two

II. DEFINITION AND THEORIES OF MEANING

2. Some hadiths

Paragraph (1)

In the collections of hadiths the emphasis, in defining islam, will be placed upon
submission to God, expressed by deeds: above all, the prescribed acts of worship,
including adoration of the One God, but also the khayrat, “good works”.

Question (1)

In the sentence: "above all, the prescribed acts of worship, including adoration of the
One God, but also the khayrat, “good works”","adoration" means:

a) worship

b) praise

¢) good works

d) a&b

Paragraph (2)

Thus, by way of example: in al-Bukhari, ii, 37 (hadith of Gabriel), after defining
iman by its content (“to believe in God, in His angels, in the future life, in the
prophets, in the resurrection’), the Prophet, in reply to the question “What is islam ?”,
replies: “islam is to adore God without associating anything with Him, to observe the
ritual prayer (salat), to pay zakat , to fast during the month of Ramadan” (similar text
in Muslim).

Question (2)

Which one is the best choice for "salar"?
a) pray

b) prayer

c¢) ritual prayer

d) daily prayer
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Paragraph (3)

But it is also “to give food (to the hungry) and to give the greeting of peace (salam) to
those one knows, just as to those one does not know” (al-Bukhari, ii, 5). And the best
islam will be that of the Muslim of whom one has to “fear neither the hand nor the

tongue” (ibid., 4).

Question (3)
In the sentence: "And the best islam will be that of the Muslim of whom one has to
“fear neither the hand nor the tongue” (ibid., 4). "ibid" means:

a) &S e,

C) w‘ﬁs

d) ol cog

Paragraph (4)

The Musnad of Ibn Hanbal (ii1, 134; cf. A J . Wensinck, op. cit., 23) states:

“islam is external, faith belongs to the heart”. The act of “surrender to God” is
therefore expressed by holding fast to the ritual observances and social behaviour
prescribed by the religious Law. God alone judges men’s hearts, and hence the reality
of faith; the judgment of men may concern itself with is/am. The “science of fikh™ has
been called makam al-islam by the Siifis.

Question (4)

Which one is the best choice for "azs'?
a) ritual observances

b) social behavior

c) religious Law

d) judgment

Research
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It is true that to recognize oneself as a Muslim and to be a believer are two
existential realities which together take possession of a man’s whole being to ensure
his salvation (ibid.). But the Kur’an (XLIX, 14 and 17, and still more IX, 74) evokes
an explicit profession of islam which is in no way a guarantee against the sin of kufr,
and has no saving value unless it is the expression of faith.

New Words and Expressions

Word

Meaning

synonym /

Antonym

to express (V)

25 35T o8 ol

to say, to declare

deed (n) ) e Jos act, behavior
‘ ‘ dpogi 0l (e g (aSuhe ordained,
prescribed (adj)
oA recommended
_ . worship, praise,
adoration (n) Golis o
admiration
content (n) lgioce element, substance
angel (n) i b o SLe ---
Resurrection (n) ool Hereafter
in reply to gl in answer to
to associate (V) S Sy to share company
to observe (V) 255 Aaelél ¢ yuibly to keep
ritual (adj) s sl ceremonial
o aforementioned, in
ibid Bl olon
the same place
external (adj) o9 outside, outer
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to hold fast (v)

Cyld 455 WSome ¢(0,5 Smod

to adhere, to stick

observance (n)

23 Jos

act of keeping

religious laws

to prescribe (v)

PSS Do S paTde

to order, to advise,

to recommend

religious Low

reality (n)

. '5’19 i

actuality
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ISLAM

Part Three

Paragraph (1)
Paragraph (2)
Paragraph (3)
Paragraph (4)
Research

New Words and Expressions




ISLAM
Part Three

DEFINITION AND THEORIES OF MEANING

3. The relations between islam and iman

Paragraph (1)

The essential question of a theological order, which was discussed at a very early
time and upon which the schools of fikh and kalam were divided, was that of the
distinction or non-distinction between is/am and faith, and of their connection. The
answers will depend upon the view taken of each of these concepts. We shall not go
again into the question of the various definitions of iman [q. v.]. Here, very briefly,
are the principal positions adopted.

Question (1)

According to the passage, the essential question of a theological order at a very early
time was that of....

a) the appearance of the twelfth Imam

b) the existence of the Day of Judgment

c) the connection between faith and deed

d) the difference between islam and faith

Paragraph (2)

a) The Mu ‘tazili schools, who identify faith and prescribed works, similarly
identify faith with is/am: it being clearly understood that the right intention, the niyya,
is necessary for the validity of the deed ---“actions are valid only through the
intentions,” says the hadith (al-Bukhari, i, 41). Whoever commits a grave
transgression of the prescriptions of the Law loses the status of mu 'min and Muslim,
and reverts to the status of kufr according to the Kharidjis, to an “intermediate status”
(between faith and unbelief) according to the Mu‘tazilis.

Question (2)

Scwl “actions are valid only through the intentions” dles 585 des 5 4u 35 plaS

31 el @l Aawly 4 g Jles! (il
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b ) Cls davly 4 ks Jlosl (2

Lmd o o)l ol 4 s Jlesl (5

Paragraph (3)

b) Many Hanafis (Hanafi-Maturidis) similarly consider islam and tman to be
synonymous, but define each of them essentially as verbal confession (ikrar),
sometimes linking this with intimate adherence, or at other times, following the
Murdji’s, with knowledge of the heart, or both of these. The Hanafi-Maturidi texts of
the Fikh A kbar I (doubtless 2nd/8th century) and of the Wasiyyat Abt Hanifa (3rd/9th
century) ignore the question.

Question (3)

Sl € 5L 58 gl wlie Jolee a5 plas”

a) intimate adherence
b) grave transgression
c) verbal confession

d) intermediate status

Paragraph (4)

¢) In its definition of faith, the Hanbali line insists upon affirmation by the tongue
(kawl) and by deeds (a ‘mal), either with or without the addition, according to the
texts, of adherence of the heart (tasdik). So much so that al-Barbahar1 (d. 329/941)

was to say, according to the Tabakat al-Hanabila:

“We cannot testify to the reality of the faith in a man so long as he
does not carry out the totality of the laws of islam” (quoted by H.
Laoust, La profession de foi d’Ibn Batta, Damascus 1958, 82, n. I).

Question (4)

According to the passage, "adherence of the heart" means:
a) a‘mal

b) tasdik

c) kawl
d) ikrar
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d) The Ash‘aris and the Shafi‘1 jurists also made a distinction between islam and
iman. After defining faith as words and deeds, and then by its content according to the
“hadith of Gabriel”, al-Ash‘ari, in the credo of the Makalat al-Islamiyyin (ed. ‘Abd
al-Hamid, Cairo n.d., i, 322,) identifies islam with the two constituent parts of the
shahdda, in other words with the verbal testimony which grants admission to the
Community of the Prophet, and concludes: “islam is different from iman”.

Word Meaning synonym/Antonym
essential Srgre necessary
' ' of or pertaining to
theological (adj) Sl 4 bg:ye (Sl
theology
school (n) S g duw ye faculties, sects
o difference # non-
distinction (n) b o
distinction
) idea, thought,
concept (n) P oRae )
understanding
briefly (adv) T paises shortly, in short
to adopt (v) RRY to accept

to recognize, to

to identify CF]d Ao (Al Coon .
unify
intention (n) S aim, goal
validity (n) Sl e gy soundness

to commit (V)

qu.: g,&).a ‘O.)b ral?u‘

to perform, to do

grave transgression 05 olS great sin
prescription (n) g yle )8 instruction, command
fail to keep possession
to lose (V) Al s |
of
statue (n) Cumbgo cdl> position, rank, level
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to revert (v)

return to previous

condition or belief

intermediate (adj)

&l

mediatory

verbal (adj)

b o omlad

spoken, oral

confession (n)

S Blyel ey

declaration

intimate (adj)

ulﬁ “$9) )] 9 <\.9L.w9.) c«_ﬁlb)’ﬁ

close, friendly

adherence (n)

s

sticking, devotion

doubtless (adv)

S ey e dd S o

without a doubt

to ignore (V)

by w585 03

to disregard

to insist (v) o35S S to emphasize

affirmation (n) 15t confirmation
so mush so that (con) a5 (5,08 & to such an extent that
' ) to declare, to bear
to testify (v) O35 8! ‘
witness
so long as aSeeble oS (g U while

to carry out (V) Cram)l5 4 ¢35 12 to perform

totality (n)

entirely, wholeness, all
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4. The “world of islam”

Paragraph (1)

Paragraph (2)

Paragraph (3)

Paragraph (4)

Research

New Words and Expressions




ISLAM

Part Four

I. DEFINITION AND THEORIES OF MEANING
4. The “world of islam”

Paragraph (1)

In this way, therefore, islam is “to give oneself unconditionally to God” (G.
Makdisi, op. cit., 324); so much so that, as the Hanbalis were to take pleasure in
saying, “the religion of all the prophets is is/am”. Abraham, Moses and Jesus are true
muslimiin. But it is the “seal of the prophecy”, manifested in the Kur’an, which was to
“perfect the religion”.

Question (1)

Sl €gs pis? Jolro 435 plas’

a) seal of the prophecy
b) the seal of prophets
c¢) the prophecy of seal
d) the prophets' seal

Paragraph (2)

According to the first part of a much quoted hadith, “the best of all things is
islam; the foundation of is/am is the ritual prayer” and, with the salat, all the other
obligations ( ‘ibadat) prescribed by the Law. Now, it is the observance of the Law, its
“external and so to speak social application” (H. Laoust), which is the binding force
of the Community of the Prophet. And so wherever the kur’anic prescriptions are
observed communally, there is/am will be; such will be “the lands of islam (bildad al-
islam), “the world, the house, of islam” (dar al-islam).

Question (2)
"binding" means:

a) blind
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b) obligatory
c¢) ritual

d) prescribed

Paragraph (3)

Such expressions are traditional. It was in this way that, at the beginning of the
5th/11th century, al-Mawardi examined the various categories into which the bilad al-
islam are divided (al-Ahkam al-sultaniyya, beginning of chap. xiv, ed. Cairo. n.d., 151
ff.). The implication remains that islam, practised in this way, is the testimony,
rendered socially, to faith in the One God and to free adherence to the prophetic
mission of Muhammad.

Question (3)
"implication" means:

a) connotation
b) prescription
c) category

d) testimony

Paragraph (4)

The Hanafi Sibt Ibn al-Djawzi (d. 654/1256) in his Mir’at al-zaman mentioned
the “purchased” conversions of Jews and Christians, which the Ash‘aris sought to
make in Baghdad in the 5th/11th century, and he repeats the protests of the supporters
of the sharif Abu Dja‘far, a Hanbali: “This is the islam of gifts, not the islam of
conviction” (quoted by G. Makdisi, op, cit., 356). Abu Hamid al-Ghazalt was
similarly to question the degree of validity of a forced conversion to islam.

Question (4)

In the sentence: "The Hanafi Sibt Ibn al-Djawz1 in his Mir’at al-zaman mentioned the

“purchased” conversions of Jews and Christians", "purchased conversions" means:

a) slel GBagS
b) (s x5
C) sl olsye

d) b el
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“There is no compulsion in religion” (kur’an, II, 256), and “religion, in the eyes
of God, is in truth islam” (111, 19). Even in the writings of those who distinguish most
sharply between iman and islam, at no time will this reference to inner conviction be
found absent. But the point of first importance, for the jurist who is studying and
formulating the statutes and laws of the bildd al-islam, is not so much the degree of
invidual interiorization of the mukdabal of reciprocal relationship islam-iman, as the
communal observance of those prescriptions which make islam, those sha‘a’ir al-
islam “the blazon of Islam” (L. Massignon), which are symbolized by the banners of

the imams, the guides of the Community.

New Words and Expressions

synonym /
Word Meaning
Antonym
92 T (9 ‘J“'K )9\9 4 Completely ;é
unconditionally (adv) -
bys conditionally

op. cit. (opera citato)

ol 3l Gl &5 (ate 4 A0S £ o)

in the work cited

RIS
so mush so that (con) a6y 4 to such an extent that
seal of the prophecy ol ol

to manifest (v)

Ob)f Y ‘L‘)bb uLu.u

to present, to show

foundation (n) ool base
social application sloxl 2,8
binding (adj) <ol obligatory
whatever (pro) 4ol o whichever
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prescription (n) Olosd ¢ygiwd order, command
communally (adv) Sen collectively
to examine (V) S s to study, to look at
carefully
category (n) dilo level, class
chap. Jab chapter
ed. 2% 04D lulyg Al g edited

something which is

n.d. (bisr) &6 o not dated, no date,
notta bene (Latin)
following, further,

ff. da &y

subsequent (pages,

verses etc.)

implication (n) (oD pokde oLl connotation

to give, to submit, to
to render (v) o2yS bl eyals plodl & .
0

purchased (adj) sl bought, obtained

O 4 o0 Sl nd 9 S e
conversion (n)

S
protest (n) o2 yel ccdlle objection
conviction (n) Cago yo00 cCpo 9o condemnation
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ISLAM

Part Five

Diffusion of Islam (part one)

Paragraph (1)

In our present state of knowledge, the diffusion of Islam can only be studied in
broad outline.

Question (1)

In the sentence: "In our present state of knowledge, the diffusion of Islam can only be

studied in broad outline", "broad outline" means:

a) extensive plan
b) wide real
c¢) large mount

d) a&c

Paragraph (2)

In the first place, with regard to numbers, we often have to be content with
approximations; nor should it be forgotten that, with the world population increasing
at an accelerated pace, even the most accurate statistics prove to be out of date within
a few years. Moreover it sometimes happens that in certain countries Muslims and
non-Muslims adopt different sets of figures, particularly when these figures serve as
the basis for political claims or considerations of honor.

Question (2)

In the sentence: "In the first place, with regard to numbers, we often have to be

content with approximations", "to be content" means:

a) to be complete
b) to be happen
c) to be pleased

d) to be sure
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Paragraph (3)

In the second place, such figures do not reflect the qualitative aspect of this
diffusion. It is possible for conversions on a massive scale to be produced within the
space of a few years (as in the case of the Galla tribes in Ethiopia, to the west of
Harar, in about 1930-50). But it must not be forgotten that, for these conversions, the
way had sometimes been prepared over a long period, by a whole process of maturing
and by favorable circumstances which, in themselves, cannot be statistically
expressed.

Question (3)

In the sentence: "It is possible for conversions on a massive scale to be produced

nn

within the space of a few years", "scale" means:

a) space
b) pace
c) area

d) peace

Paragraph (4)

General Survey: The diffusion of Islam has been the consequence of a certain
number of factors which are more or less easily discernable; over and above the
particular attraction this religious movement has exerted upon men, the personality of
its first leaders and the economic circumstances of Arabia at the time, among other
things, there is a further point which requires to be examined - the part played by
wars.

Question (4)

According to the passage, which factor has played an important role in the diffusion

of Islam and requires to be examined?

a) the attractive personality of the Prophet
b) the outstanding leaders
¢) the economic circumstances

d) wars

Research
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Tunisia, where a first raid in 26/647 was followed by a respite of more than

twenty years before the final conquest and the founding of Kayrawan (50/670). So too
Transoxiana to which, after an initial invasion in 52-4/672-4, the Arabs returned at the
beginning of the following century; or Chinese Turkestan, reached in 93/713, and to
which they returned in 133/751. Kabil in Afghanistan was reached by the end of the
1st/7th century, without being occupied, and two centuries were to pass before the
Muslims came back in strength to stay. Muslim warfare had been a war of movement,
a war of wide spaces, steppes or deserts.

New Words and Expressions

synonym /
Word Meaning
Antonym
diffusion (n) Ob yuS cdmi g expansion, spread
broad (adj) 03y wide, extensive
outline (n) Al y iz b plan
with regard to (prep) VIS concerning

to be content (v)

9 2l s BB

to be satisfied

approximation (n) i ool estimate
total number of
population (n) Cume> people living in an
area

. . L to add to, to enlarge #

to increase (V) oL Ll
to decrease
accelerated (adj) & (Hbld hastened, fast
pace (n) 051851 ¢ yolide measure
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accurate (adj) JETC exact
statistics (n) sl numerical fact
to prove (v) o2y ol to give reason
out of date (adj) S ¢ o2 old
L to accept, to approve,
to adopt (v) P Joeb o pdy )
to admit
_ group of items,
set (n) AS gore 09,5

collection

to reflect (v)

o Sl paly lis

to show, to represent

qualitative (adj) S pertaining to quality
aspect (n) Az (Y side
massive (adj) PRUPAP huge, enormous
scale (n) orldie ylre pace

maturing (n)

Jol5 8y 9 E5b (JloS

growing up,

developing, full

grown
favorable (ad)) Y suitable, proper
. ) conditions,
circumstances (n) BT clayl b ]
happenings
survey (n) IR review
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consequence (n) 4o 0 result
. . noticeable,
discernable (adj) plod BB args 16 .
recognizable

over and above

onl 3 sis

above and beyond

attraction (n)

d.g.SL‘} PR :‘S

attractiveness

to exert upon (v) BB to use, to apply
further (adj) Fobe «sdb; extra, more
to require (V) OPsS Cawlgsyd to ask, to demand
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Paragraph (1)

Paragraph (2)

Paragraph (3)

Paragraph (4)

Research
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ISLAM

Part Six
Diffusion of Islam (part two)

Paragraph (1)

Even if, in the vast majority of cases, the conquered remained free not to change
their religion, the introduction by force of arms of a Muslim regime which
took upon itself the administration of their country represented the first
stage of a process which was bound to end in their gradual conversion.

Question (1)
In the following sentence, which one is the main verb?

Even if, in the vast majority of cases, the conquered remained free not to change their
religion, the introduction by force of arms of a Muslim regime which took
upon itself the administration of their country represented the first stage of

a process which was bound to end in their gradual conversion.

a) remained
b) change
c) took upon

d) represented

Paragraph (2)

The conquest itself was not brought about suddenly. It was often
achieved in waves, with ebb and flow, but it was governed by a tide which,
save in Europe, proved to be rising ever higher. Thus Damascus, reached
as early as 13/634 by reconnaissance units, was attacked and conquered
much later; recaptured by the Byzantines, it finally fell into the Arabs’
bands in 636.

Question (2)
Which words are synonymous?

a) conquered, attacked
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b) captured, attacked
¢) conquered, captured

d) recaptured, conquered

Paragraph (3)

The first period of expansion extends from the death of Muhammad to the
end of the Umayyad caliphate of Damascus. One century was enough for the
Muslims to achieve an extraordinary epic feat. The dynamism of the new
community combined with favorable circumstances to allow their success.

Paragraph (4)

The weakness of the Persians and the Byzantines after decades of war
between them, their exhaustion, which caused them to underestimate the
newcomers’ strength, the internal conditions within the Roman empire of
Byzantium which was then in difficulties, with its territory being engulfed by
the barbarian invasions, the resentment of the various peoples ruled by
Byzantium, the divisions among the Christians, all these considerations worked
in favor of the Muslims.

Question (3)

In the sentence: "All these considerations worked in favor of the Muslims", "in
favor of" means:

a) in support of

b) against

c) always

d) because of

Research
S Aoy (o) oyl 1) o5 SLSTHL ()
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But the new fact, as compared with the multiple barbarian invasions of the
time, is that the barbarians were assimilated by the countries they conquered,
whereas Islam on the contrary imposed itself upon the old civilizations. The
most remarkable point about the diffusion of Islam is not so much the fact of the
conquests as that of their permanence. When Islam became the religion of a
territory, it never thereafter ceased to be so, except in Europe (and even then
under armed pressure), and except in the centre and south of India, where many
of the Hindu sultanates were revived after the first Muslim conquests.
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New Words and Expressions

synonym /
Word Meaning
Antonym
vast (adj) b5 sl large, huge
reater part or number
majority (n) <o i8] s P
# minority
acquired by force of
conquered (adj) Colre cold b arms or won in war,
captured
u*“l‘” 4 sOJb olis
to represent (v) to show
200,148
stage (n) al> 5o level, point
to bound to (v) 4 A e to lead to
. ) little by little,
gradual (adj) PR )
progressive
959 )5 ol
to bring about (v) to cause

O 8]

to achieve (v)

PSS S Cdbgo

to gain successfully,

to obtain

wave (n) (e
ebb and flow i g 1,8 ups and downs
tide (n) i g 1,8 ebb and flow
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save (prep) Y e except, but
reconnaissance (1) L Lol survey, collection of
data, exploration
to recapture (v) 025 B ypadil to retake, to repossess
band (n) 09,5 by group
expansion (n) drw gy diffusion
to extend (v) oS Jgbo to prolong

extraordinary (adj)

)jim co.)la” éﬁé

out of the ordinary,

unusual

poem or story of

epic (ad)) el heroic deeds, heroic
feat () )5S \Sals outstandin'g act,
masterpiece
dynamism (n) LY dynamic quality
to combine (v) OiFuel o 53 to mix
weakness (n) xS disadvantage
decade (n) amd ten years
exhaustion (n) Chxd g (SN boring, tiredness

to underestimate (v)

0239052 pS ¢35 pS (eSS

to fail to guess # to

overestimate

newcomer (n)

oAis)fo}U

neéw person
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territory (n)

area, domain, limits,

borders

engulfed (adj) 04D b ol B puaile captured, conquered
invasion (n) >l calos attack, aggression
resentment (n) W51 etes, disliking, being angry
division (n) ol separation
consideration (n) a5 calanMo attention
in favor of (prep) &84 in support of, for
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Paragraph (1)
Paragraph (2)
Paragraph (3)
Research

New Words and Expressions




Religions'

Paragraph (1)

When the Arabs destroyed the Sasanian empire they also dealt a heavy blow to
the national religion of ancient Iran, Zoroastrianism. As the official cult of the state,
the Mazdean church had become dependent on the support of the political body and
had identified itself to a large extent with the existing social order. As a result of this
the clergy had lost touch with the broad masses of the population.

Question (1)

In the sentence: "When the Arabs destroyed the Sasanian empire they also dealt a
heavy blow to the national religion of ancient Iran, Zoroastrianism", "heavy blow"
means:

) py oy
b) (S s
€) ogllm;
d) oS &0

Paragraph (2)

Although our knowledge of the religious situation during the last days of the
Sasanids is very limited, it seems certain that Zoroastrianism was no longer a very
vital force, at least not in the orthodox form of the religion. Sectarian movements, the
true nature of which is still rather difficult to ascertain, provided alternatives to the
official doctrines and practices. The most important of these was Zurvanism.

Question (2)

In the sentence: "Zoroastrianism was no longer a very vital force", "vital" means:

a) eternal
b) necessary
c) old

d) suitable

Paragraph (3)

In the Islamic theocracy, which during the first century of its existence was
dominated by the Arabs, the Zoroastrians could only retain their identity as one of the
tolerated religious minorities. In general, the Arab conquerors did not insist on an
immediate conversion of their foreign subjects.

"' Encyclopedia of Islam, V1.
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Question (3)

In the sentence: "In general, the Arab conquerors did not insist on an immediate

conversion of their foreign subjects", the best meaning for "foreign subjects" is:

a)
b)
©)
d)

b)

)b Clegdge
Sl (glan poo
Sl gl
) bl

Research

oo |y 0dd jasuine (clasjly Ol e (A
S Ao 5 gy eyl 4 ) b SIS (o

In most cases, they were satisfied with the conclusion of a treaty which
guaranteed freedom of cult to the non-Muslims in exchange for tribute. Originally
the Zoroastrians (Madjis [q.v.]) were not included among the “people of the
book” (ahl al-Kitab [q.v.]), but very soon the doctrine was adapted in such a
manner as to extend the contractual protection (dhimma [q.v.]) to the Zoroastrian
communities as well. Traditions containing decisions made by the prophet in
favour of the Zoroastrians in Bahrayn and Yaman were adduced in support of this

new interpretation.

Thanks to the tolerant attitude of Islamic officialdom, the Mazdeans were able to
consolidate their position by retreating into small close communities standing
aside from the life of the Islamic common wealth. In this way they were able to
survive the coming of Islam for several centuries, especially in rural districts and
in those provinces where the Arabs did not settle in great numbers. Fire-temples

continued to function in many parts of the country. The main centre of

intellectual activity of the Zoroastrian theologians was Fars.
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New Words and Expressions

synonym /
Word Meaning
Antonym
to destroy (v) 0SSl to ruin
empire (n) S5kl el kingdom
to deal (v) [ap] 55 558 hit, deliver
blow (n) dpo hit, knock
3 old, earliest #
ancient (ad)) PURCIENCY
modern, new
} belief, opinion,
cult (n) Ol codidis

tenet

to identify (v)

025 bcugn cpsh (S

to recognize, to

unify
to a large extent LSRR
existing (n) S9>9e being
order (n) plas grouping, ranking
clergy (n) SodS oSy, 3,8 priest
broad (adj) 03 pnS gs wide, large
masses (n) poyo dodgs people, persons
s total number of people

population (n)

living in an area
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vital (adj) Sl sy pe necessary, essential
at least Jola # at most

orthodox (adj)

4&4.;.»).) 3..\.».&.9 dl)l.) cwgsb}.")l

doctrinal, correct,

conformist #

powye (las unorthodox,
nonconformist
sectarian (adj) (sl48,8 partisan
movement (n) R departure, rising
alternative (n) ol replacement
N - s CogSe ¢l s divine government,
theocracy (n
&Yooy divine administration
to retain (v) oS e to keep, to preserve

to tolerate (v)

Qb)ai ub ‘QJ; JA?U

to bear, to accept

minority (n) WL # majority
conqueror (n) b opener, winner
o . to persist, to
to insist (V) oS slisly _
emphasize
immediate (adj) SRS 5,98 sudden, urgent
N citizen

subject (n)
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Quran: The Miracle of the Holy Prophet
Paragraph (1)

Paragraph (2)

Paragraph (3)

Paragraph (4)

Paragraph (5)

Research

New Words and Expressions




Quran: The Miracle of the Holy Prophet

Paragraph (1)

The enduring miracle of the Prophet Muhammad, may peace be upon him and his
Household, is the sacred book of Islam: the Holy Quran. The Holy Quran is a sacred
text consisting of six thousand and several hundred verses (ayah) divided into one
hundred and fourteen large and small chapters (surah).

Question (1)

Which one is the best choice for " ;lsgls"?

a) sacred

b) miracle
¢) Household
d) enduring

Paragraph (2)

The verses of the Holy Quran were revealed gradually during the twenty-three
years period of prophecy and mission of the Prophet. From less than one verse to a
whole and complete chapter were revealed under different circumstances, both at day
and night, on journeys or at home, in war or peace, during days of hardship or
moments of rest.

Question (2)

Which one is the best translation of the following sentence? "The verses of the Holy
Quran were revealed gradually"

B8 36 )l 4w )S G5 g ()
2505 S35 0, 2,8 15 g (o
S48 30 g 4 S 01,8 bl (2

a5 36 0 )by 028 1,8 bl (o

Paragraph (3)

The Holy Quran in many of its verses introduces itself in unambiguous language
as a miracle. It invited the Arabs of that day to rivalry and competition in composing
writings of comparable truth and beauty. The Arabs, according to the testimony of
history, had reached the highest states of eloquence and elegance of language, and in
the sweetness of language and flow of speech they ranked foremost among all people.
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Question (3)
(s oy & "flow" 5 "sweetness" "elegance" "eloquence"” bojl
Sloy 9 G e wwolad (I
Slay 9 weds o liad (e (o
S g Jlgy M wwolad (z
oM g (Sl cwalad e (>
Paragraph (4)

The Holy Quran claims that if it be thought of as human speech, created by the
Prophet Himself or learned through instructions from someone else, then the Arabs
should be able to produce its like or ten chapters like it, or a single one of its verses,
making use of whatever means were at their disposal to achieve this end. The
celebrated Arab men of eloquence claimed in answer to this request that the Quran
was magic and it was thus impossible for them to produce its like.

Question (4)

In the sentence: "The celebrated Arab men of eloquence claimed in answer to this
request that the Quran was magic and it was thus impossible for them to produce its

like", "celebrated' means:

a) strong
b) old
¢) outstanding

d) young

Paragraph (5)

Not only does the Quran challenge and invite people to compete with its
eloquence and elegant language, but also it occasionally invites rivalry from the point
of view of its meaning and thus challenges all the mental powers of men and jinn, for
the Quran is a book containing the total program for human life.

Question (5)
"occasionally" means:

a) always
b) never
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c) sometimes
d) constantly

Research
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If we investigate the matter carefully we will discover that God has made this
vast and extensive program which embraces every aspect of the countless beliefs,
ethical forms and actions of mankind. It also takes into account all of their details and
particularities to be the truth (hakk) and to be called religion of the truth. Islam is
a religion whose injunctions are based on the truth and the real welfare of
mankind, not the desires and inclinations of the majority of men or the whims

of a single, powerful ruler.

New Words and Expressions

synonym /
Word Meaning
Antonym
enduring (adj) ke (gl everlasting
descendent,
household (n) Sl pluls
progeny
sacred (adj) rde holy
to consist (v) CHBID 5253 to conclude
verse (n) & ayva
chapter (n) 0y9m sira
to reveal (V) oS Jib to send down

gradually (adv)

Olej ygye 4 )yl &

step by step,
progressively #
suddenly,
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immediately
prophecy (n) o5 Syl prophethood
mission (n) [(we) mele] Il Message, Apostleship
circumstance (n) byl situation
discomfort, hardness
hardship (n) o
# rest, comfort, ease
unambiguous (adj) plael 9 g po explicit, clear
rivalry (n) S5l ol competition
competition (n) 8yl rivalry

to compose (V)

393 <3055 Camwyd ¢yl

to make, invent

equivalent, equal,

comparable (adj) S cdlio LB
similar

testimony (n) ol o 2155 evidence

state (n) S 2l level
eloquence (n) colab fluency
elegance (n) e beauty, attractiveness
sweetness (n) S oy

flow (n) 9 fluency

. to go up, to grow, to
to rank (v) OS5 Ay oydal YU

become complete

foremost (adj)

il g op ke jlids

to be the first
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to claim (v)

oS el

to declare, to maintain

instruction (n)

leading, order

to produce (V) 05 My osle to make
means (n) g )] tools
at disposal (adj) oy ) in access, in hand

to achieve (v)

025 S Cuddge b

to gain successfully,

to obtain
celebrated (adj) Ao 2 outstanding
request (n) Cuwlgs y> Lol demand, asking

magic (adj)

ux:é‘a):\:é ‘9.)l? 5).7(..\4.:

wizardry,

imaginative

to challenge (v)

oybe 4 il il 4

QJ.,..JE

to dare, to invite

to compete (V)

5 <y

to fight, to struggle

occasionally (adv)

gl any col5eS

sometimes, at times

mental (adj)

D

intellectual

total (ad))

).«ol;).w o>

entire, whole,

complete
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Lesson Fifteen

CHAPTERS OF THE HOLY QURAN

AT-TAKATHUR and AL-MAUN

Chapter 102

AT-TAKATHUR (the multiplication of wealth
and children)

Chapter 107
AL-MAUN (necessaries of life)
Research

New Words and Expressions




Chapter 102

AT-TAKATHUR (the multiplication of wealth and children) 2

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the i)l cyo Al i
Merciful

Abundance diverts you, (1) (1) S WSl
Until you come to the graves (2) (V) el 555 oo
Nay! you shall soon know, (3) (V) ygales Gogus S
Uay! nay! you shall soon know (4) (F) 90l Cigus US o5
Nay! if you had known with a certain () il ple cygals 3 I
knowledge, (5)

You should most certainly have seen the () el cy9y3
hell; (6)

Then you shall most certainly see it with (V) cyeidl] e gy o

the eye of certainty; (7)
Then on that day you shall most certainly (A) psadl e oy L] 3
be questioned about the boons (8)

Question (1)

1. Which one is the best choice for " K3l LSl "

a) You pride of abundance
b) Abundance diverts you
c) Pride diverts you

d) Abundance prides of you

2. Which one is the best choice for "m;JI"?

a) hell
b) graves
c) boons
d) eyes

5l o S daseo (ST 51 008 18 ol G 5 Loy a5 (gliso
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Chapter 107

AL-MAUN (necessaries of life)
In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the PP IRV VT o
Merciful

Have you considered him who calls the (V) ol 3G (il e
judgment a lie? (1)

That is the one who treats the orphan with (V) wd o PARENAE
harshness, (2)

And does not urge (others) to feed the poor (3) (V) Sl ol e gy U

So woe to the praying ones, (4) (F) plall 50

Who are unmindful of their prayers, (5) (8) o9l pesllo 5 wa ol

Who do (good) to be seen, (6) (%) ool w2 cndl

And withhold the necessaries of life (7) (V) selall ypmioss
Question (2)

1. "orphan" means:

a) S
b)

C) s
d) obxs

2. Which one is the best choice for " ;scl"?

a) good deeds

b) boons

¢) necessaries of life
d) good chances
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Research

o Kol us U g 03)S 3)ls Jod> G 50 ) YU jow 10 39350 (sanass 55y oudSS) Jolro (I
A8 gasde |y Ll slaze b sl yze

New Words and Expressions

S 38 1y 05 5D YL 5 &S (glo e 95 ol ez 3 (0

Word

Meaning

synonym /

Antonym

multiplication (n)

large increase in the
number, abundance

abundance (n) SIS Sl multiplication
to divert (v) 025 Bye to distract
grave (n) 295 < tomb, burying place
nay (adv) JLSLRS no, never
certainly (adv) Lolao surely, in deed
Hell (n) > 592 Fire
certainty (n) O sureness
bounty, favor,
boon (n) Cros
blessing, benefit
to consider (v) DS ey to pay attention

Resurrection, the

the jud t Ceolid) gliab
¢ judgment (n) ( ) 935 s, Day of Judgment
to treat (v) P to behave
orphan (n) ) fatherless,
P e motherless
harshness (n) Cogald (g5 cruel, unkind
to urge (v) i30Sl 03,5 )yl to emphasize, to
arouse, to provoke
to feed (v) o plabl to give food
the poor PERL indigents
woe 2935l g vl b5 ¢y <l grief
unmindful (adj) abas Mo o x5 o headless # headful
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to withhold (v)

035 ailde ()5 @i

to refuse to give

necessaries (n)

(03595 s&3ls) pyosle

daily needs
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Lesson Sixteen

CHAPTERS OF THE HOLY QURAN

AL-FAJR

Chapter 89

AL-FAJR (the daybreak)




Chapter 89

AL-FAJR (the daybreak)

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent,
the Merciful.
I swear by the daybreak, (1)

And the ten nights, (2)
And the even and the odd, (3)
And the night when it departs (4)

Truly in that there is an oath for those
who possess understanding (5)

Have you not considered how your
Lord dealt with ‘Ad, (6)

(The people of) Aram, possessors of
lofty buildings, (7)

The like of which were not created in
the (other) cities; (8)

And (with) Samood, who hewed out
the rocks in the valley, (9)

And (with) Fir‘on, the lord of hosts,
(10)

Who committed inordinacy in the
cities, (11)

So they made great mischief therein?
(12)

Therefore your Lord let down upon
them a portion of the chastisement
(13)

Most surely your Lord is watching
(14)

And as for man, when his Lord tries

him, then treats him with honor and

) oo )

(1) el

(¥) pe JU5
(¥) sslly gy
(F) o 3] LIy

(8) e (sl b s 3 o
(7) 2y ek 5 i 5 o
(V) 2eall o )

(A) 2Ll 3 el 3l o I
(8) 305l 5l Iyl (ol 3505
(1) 350 (53 o9 3

(M) Sl 3 Il U,Jn

(V) 3Ll G 19,58

(VF) lis by 01y) padle Ciab

(VF) sl yally o) ol

s

3 Joied 2y 40 Th oy ollg) Lo 1) sl B
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makes him lead an easy life, he says:

my lord honors me (15)

but when he tries him (differently),
then straitens to him his means of
subsistence, He says: my Lord has
disgraced me (16)

Nay! but you do not honor the
orphan, (17)

Nor do you urge one another to feed
the poor, (18)

And you eat away the heritage,
devouring (everything)

indiscriminately, (19)

Question (1)

l.

a)
b)
c)
d)

(18) g

(1V9) ol 3 Jsich 483, ale 7388 SN L ) L,
() el 090,550 4 B8
() gl oL 55255 0y

(V8) & UsT )l L 0ls T

Which one is the best choice for "daybreak"?

(b
sl

¥ 9 2o
.)]9

in the sentence: "So they made great mischief therein?", "mischief" means:

olie baw
slgll

Sludl!
Sleall
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SPndad dns o
(1) il
I swear by the daybreak,
SIS
By the dawn
e g
By the Break of Day
03wl
ol gy 43l ol sy Yy il 3llne & 31,a)
(¥) puie JWs
And the ten nights,
S8
by the ten nights
e g
By the Nights twice five
|
iz (55 Jyl on il gy Syl S
(¥) S5ty aiuidly
And the even and the odd
(S),8
And the Even and the Odd
e g
By the Even and Odd
BN
&> 28 pie Sy il ol ol a8 e cui¥l gag Bye prg Doyl por e BLLIYI L
L) (o Jsl pially o>
(€) o 151 Jully
And the night when it departs
(Sl,8
by the night when it departs!
e g
And by the Night when it passeth away
BN
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Adlsze Al S I 3] Gllas &y 0lyeJld i) oM
Question (2)
Sl e 4> 4 "by" "By the Even and Odd" ds ,»
Jsb > (<l

4 MSgw (o

5 (z

:Uf.«wade(D

0 b 235

Truly in that there is an oath for those who possess understanding
:l)8
Is there an Oath in that for one possessing intellect?
e g
Is there (not) in these an adjuration (or evidence) for those who understand?
20l o]
YTl 5 5T 5 g Sl 3 15l gl By i) pladns

Question (3)
Sl solaitol g5 4 o2 6] o SID B B> 13 35290 plaitsl caode i &y

St (aal
Sx (@
plaSoxe (&

Research

Elle g SlalS Ll oo (s> iy, bl 3 ()

LA g ge dex i 5hoalaol b 1y oads URSwie (2

.J.MS .))19 J9J?;§i)390.))5

€ Dol (Salon 5 ooy pogad 1) 385 Sl (o

2 lome gt ) sl 03,8 Gl 350y (gl w2520
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And you love wealth with exceeding love
(20)

Nay! when the earth is made to crumble
to pieces, (21)

And your Lord comes and (also) the
angels in ranks, (22)

And Hell is made to appear on that day.
On that day shall man be mindful, and
what shall being mindful (then) avail
him? (23)

He shall say: O! Would that I had sent
before for (this) my life! (24)

But on that day shall no one chastise with
(anything like) his chastisement, (25)
And no one shall bind with (anything
like) his binding (26)

O soul that art at rest! (27)

Return to your Lord, well-pleased (with
him), well-pleasing (him), (28)

S paide 5e Jpi

(1) o2 L Ul Gy

(V) 63 65 o)l <83 i) 15

(1Y) o oo L e o

SFWD Jy il 55 Ty e Bt o
(V)

() ) o8 g s

(vo) 25T ik oday U icoys

(1) =1 865 530 0y

0 e

(YA) ey sl oo, JI (o)

So enter among My servants, (29) (Y) dﬁ < u.\>>l_9
And enter into My garden (30) (F) e L;l>>|9
New Words and Expressions
synonym /
Word Meaning
Antonym
daybreak (n) Bes dawn
to swear (V) 2095 ed 035 Sk A g to oath
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even and odd

5,8 929)

to depart (v)

Ot ES ooy (onl,

to leave, to pass

away

to possess (V)

9 Slo a8 1l

to own, to have

intellect (n) Jis reason
lofty (adj) &by ik high, tall
to hew out (V) 05 &aB e to cut off
valley (n) 38 dale
host (n) (o) ol army
mischief (n) Sl corruption
to watch (v) 0P Sledsd 3,8 bl to observe

to straiten (V)

O 18 drude (40,5 (K5

to put in difficult

situation
subsistence (n) x33 daily bread
heritage (n) @)l el e inheritance

to devour (v)

02> 9 89y 3l 029>

to eat greedily /
hungrily

indiscriminately (adv)

o9t 9 (S9n (S, )

selfishly
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